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7 | | FOR | 


'* JURIES, SOLICITORS. and WITNESSES ; 


To Deterre from Pan-Catching, 


Nil perjuria, nil nocet Iſtts. 
Frans Menaacij tini#a colore. Boethius. 


T was faid in the Star-Chamber 1 3 of Caro. primi, by a learned and great 
Prelate ; That to tamper with Witneſſes, to threaten, deterre, affrig ht, 
corrupt, or ſilence, or to abſent wojeps are to witueſs a truth, is 4 on 
very foul crime, and a moſt odious and deteſt able fault in any man, of of Cane 

what condition ſoever he be ; and if theſe things be ſuffer'd, and may 
oe unpaniſhed, no State can land ; it deſtroys the Intereſt of Meum and Tuum : And 
no man is ſure of what he holds, or can ay whether he hath an Eſtate or no; and let us 
modeſtly adde, or whether he may not be in a Gaol to night, and Hanged to 
morrow. W 

In all the time, that paſſed from the Creation till the Law, we find not any 

- Shadow or overture of Suborning or Corrupting Witneſſes ; Nature, it ſeems, 

had not yet produced perſons fo wicked, as to perpetrate ſuch abominable and 
black Crimes ; Crimes, that ruine all right and ſubvert all Juſtice; Crimes, 
that deſtroy the Law, given by the Grand Law-maker, God himlelt : Thow 
ſhalt not bear falſe Witnefs, &c. Crimes, that if not prevented, 'or when found 
out, notgpunilhed with moſt exaC ſeverity, will overthrow the greateſt of Em- 
pires. 4, | 

There is much cunning in procuring and tampering with Witneſſes, and much 
5a] in packing of Jurors, both which are impious and deſtructive to Humane 

1ety. | 

Bak me will ſay : May not a man meddle with or queſtion a Witneſs ? 

Yes, But with certain limitacions. - Otherwiſe a Witneſs may be made*or 
corrupted, Judges and Jurors abuſed, and the Innocent utterly deſtroyed. A 
Solicitor ( out of which rank, Juſtices of Peace are, or ſhould be ) may warn, 
incite or enforce Witneſſes to come in ; yet may not inftru&t, threaten or bribe 
them to ſwear this or that. He may diſcourſe with them, and enquire whether 
they have any thing to fay to this or that point, in order to fave the Court a 
trouble ; but he ought not to work them by hope of reward, or fear of harm to 
{ay more, or leſs than they are enclined ro, and were by their Conſciences,oblt- 
ged to deliver as truth. Neither may he tamper Jurors ; the term in Englilh, is, 
Embracery, 1n Latine, Amplexus, a hugging them, to procure undue ends: '. We 
have it mentioned in 13 of Hexry 4. where it is called, Leading of a Jury. To 
cauſe a Wirnelſs to decline from, or alter his Teſtimony, is a grievous Crime ; 
yea, the attempt ( though not effe&ted )-is cenſurable. The Puniſhment in our 
ancient Laws { yet in force ) for wicked Solicitors, corrupt Jurors and Witneſſes, 
is, Lofſe of Freehold and goods, their Houſes are to be razed, th:ir Meadows plowed up 
their Woods felled, themſehves to be perpetually Impriſoned or Baniſhed, and their 
Wives and Children tobe turn'd a beggims. "2 ing F . RI 

\ The firſt precedent of Subornationis the notorious Praftice of Itnpiety contri- 
ved by Jezabel, proſecuted by her bleſſed Solicttors, and made good by her Sons of 
Belial : Her final Cataſtrophe is recorded in Sacred Writ ; a precaution to future 
Ages, and to all men in Ire/a»4 and in Crown-Court. What became of her two 
v_ Sons of Beljzl is not ſo well known to Poſterity. Whether they hanged 
themſelves, or run their Countrey, being yet undetermin'd. If _ fled, it 1s not , 
impoſſible, but that they might be wafted to Ireland in Ships of the Phznicians, 
and coagulate with rheir Countrey-mengthe' Cananites, whg/( as Mone. Bochart, 
and Mr. Broughton aſſure us ) anciently peopled Ireland, where their Poſterity 
remiain to this day. "a = W 
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We may obſerve in this contrivance of Jezabel, how warily the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
ceeds in relating the FaQt, as if unwilling to diſplay ndoer ſuch a/Monftrows 
birth hatcht by this vile Woman. There came in two Sons of Beliat,” and (aid, Re. 
Intimating that this odious practice had not it's Original from humane Nature, 
but from Hell : It came in {in the DeviPs Name) with two Sons of Belia/, No 
doubt, when ſuch a Door wasſet open by Atthority, the Devil reaped a ggodly 
Tythe of Suborners and Swearers afterwards among that People, the Tex / ribes, 
ll the King of 4ſſyria tetcht themall away, . and plantedthem, no Body can yet 
tell where, beyond a River. 

Their Brethren of Judah and Jeruſalem were allo apt Scholars in the Liberal 
Arts of Suborning and Swearing : For the Prophet acquaints us, that Faith and 
Truth could ſcarce be found among Mortal Men. They made uſe of theſe Engins 
forged in Hell, and planted them to overthrow even the Councels of God Al- 
mighty : They found and fuborned falſe Witneſles againſt our Blefſed Saviour 
himſelf. Mark 14.55. we are told who were the Procurers, Solicitors , and 
Suborners. The Chief Prieſts and the Elders, and all the whole Council, ſought Wit- 
meſſes againſt Jeſus, t9 put him to Death. And, when their pretended Blaſphemy 
would not do the feat, they at length found Sos of Belial, to ſwear Hoh 1 reaſon 
againſt him, and by that knack got him Nailed upon a Crols, in thoſe times the 
puniſhment for viteſt MalefaCtors. ' St. mw had no fairer Quarter among 
theſe Miſcreants. Blaſphemy ſerved to do his Buſineſs. As 6. 11. Then they 
ſuborned Men, who ſaid, We have heard hin Jed blaſphemous words againſt God, 
aud againſt Moſes : fo he was ſoon found guilty by his Jary of the Rabble, and 


knockt on the Head with Stones. But what became of thele brave Treaſon and . 
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Blaſpemy-mongers , theſe excellent Witneſs-makers ? Their ſins and iniquity 
grew ripe, and the next thing we hear of them, is, that YVeſpatian with* the \ "522.7 
mighty Forces of the Rowan Empire is upon their Jackets, belicges thenr,; till # "+. * 
they eat up one another, and forces them to become Slaves; not long after the 
ſubverſion of their City tollows, and under the Emperor Aar/ax, they are tranſ- , . . , 
planted and diſperſed, as they continue to this day. Such ſweet effeQs-&t?, - .- * 
Suborning and Swearing fell upon the Jews. : SOIT. 
The Roman Law of the Twelve Tables, condemns Men guilty of theſe noto- 
rious Crimes to be caſt down from a Rock ( 2 Saxo T arpeio ) the common exe- 
cution of Traytors in thoſe days ; after Confiſcatio bonorum fiat, was ſubjoined, 
and that extended to their Heirs, as in caſes of Treaſon. 
The Ancient and later Councels, and all the Imperial Laws take great care to 
prevent theſe Crimes, and to puniſh ſuch Offenders. The firſt Council of Chal- 
cedon, ranks them cam Homicidiis, with Murtherers : And with very good reaſon ; 
for a Murtherer kills but the Body ; but he that ſuborns a Witneſs, kills two 
Souls, his own, and his that he doth fuborn. Thele Crimes were adjudged 
horrid, and ſeverely puniſhed even 1n the Reign of King Alerick ; and he, we all 
know, was no other than a Barbarous Gorh. | 
Suborners and Perjurers do at the ſame time do wrong to three of the greateſt 
Perſons in the World, viz. To God, to the K/zrg, to the Innocent. 
x. Firſt, They wrong God manifeſtly,by a notorious contempt of his Omniſci- 
ence, Omnipreſence and Omnipotency ; and ſo far as in them lies, they rob 
him ofhis very Efſence, Truth. Ariſtotle defines them to be Men, uſe putant 
latere Deo ; Fellows that think they can ſculk out of Gods fight, and eſcape the 
reach of his Power. 
2. They wrong the K/ng, whom they plainly cheat to his Face, even in the 
very ſeat ot uſtice, forcing his grave and learned Judges todo Injuſtice : For, if 
the Witneſles be ſuborned and give in falſe Evidence, the Jury muſt in all proba- 
bility erre in their VerdiQ, and theFudges Sentence {o, as otherwiſe they neither 
would, nor ought to have done. 
3. They hang >, Va Iznocent, for whom God hath a great eſteem. His Perſon 
by ſuch means is ſhamefully traduced, his Fame and Credit is taken away, or lo 
ſtained, that Men will be ſhie to converſe with him ; his Life, his Eſtate, his 
Wife and Children are for ever loſt : All that's left them, is an Inheritance in 
Heaven ; for what is on Earth, is rent from them by Subornation and Perjury. 
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